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Agenda
1. Opening of the RA EITI MSG Meeting 

D. Harutyunyan welcomed the members of Group and the presented the agenda of the meeting. It was noted that during the meeting the MSG was to make a decision on three important documents, specifically, the ToR for RA EITI MSG, the Work Plan of RA’s EITI and the Republic of Armenia’s EITI Candidature Application. D. Harutyunyan informed that a rather large amount of work had been performed by the MSG members on the development of the above-mentioned documents. It was said that the opinion of the regional responsible official of EITI International Secretariat on the Work Plan of RA’s EITI had been received, based on which certain changes had been made to the document. It was proposed to present the changes made on the basis of the recommendations by the EITI International Secretariat.   
2. Approval of ToR for RA EITI MSG
It was presented that, in accordance with the procedure approved during the previous meeting of the RA EITI MSG, during the meeting of the MSG members respective changes were made to the ToR for RA EITI MSG, and the Draft ToR for RA EITI MSG was published on the EITI page of the website of the RA Government. The Draft ToR for RA EITI MSG was submitted to the MSG for approval and was approved by the general agreement of MSG. 
3. Presentation and Discussion of the Decision of the EITI Board on Payment by the Countries of Membership Fees for Joining EITI
It was presented that during the 35th EITI Board meeting held in Astana in October 2016 a decision was passed pursuant to which the EITI implementing countries should pay an annual membership fee in the amount of USD 10,000, which would be directed toward the financing of the activities of ratifying the country's membership. 
4. Approval of the Work Plan 2017-2018 of the RA EITI

It was presented that according to the schedule approved during the previous meeting of RA EITI MSG, the activities of development of the Work Plan 2017-2018 of the RA EITI had been organized and implemented, and a number of working meetings and discussions had been held with the MSG members. The developed Draft Work Plan 2017-2018 of the RA EITI was submitted to the EITI International Secretariat, and recommendations were received from the regional responsible official of the Secretariat on the Draft. Taking into account the recommendations, certain changes were made to the Draft, namely, the Activity “Scoping Study of EITI report” was incorporated. The activities in the Work Plan to be implemented by the national budget were presented. It was emphasized that continuous work should be carried out within the framework of cooperation with the World Bank and the other international donors, in order to ensure the effectively implementation of the activities included in the RA EITI Work Plan.  
The Draft Work Plan 2017-2018 of the RA EITI was submitted to the MSG for approval and was approved by the general agreement of MSG. 
5. Approval of the Republic of Armenia’s EITI Candidature Application 

The RA MSG members discussed the Draft EITI Candidature Application of the Republic of Armenia. Specifically, the discussion was on determining the fiscal year(s) for the development of the First EITI Report of the Republic of Armenia. As a result of the discussion and by the general agreement of the MSG it was decided that the First EITI Report of the Republic of Armenia would be submitted for the fiscal years 2015-2016, which would enable to obtain more comparable and comprehensive information on the RA’s metal mining sector. The MSG members decided also that reports should be submitted by all the metal mining companies in the Republic of Armenia, for the First EITI Report purposes. 
The EITI Candidature Application of the Republic of Armenia was approved by the general agreement of the MSG.  It was decided to submit the EITI Candidature Application of the Republic of Armenia to the EITI International Secretariat by the end of the year. 
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